—— bk + vw —= 02. WW iy w 


— — 


7 Fin 


Occas SIONAL PREACHER. 


NUMBER V 


OF 
[EARLY PTET V: 
o R. THE 


FEAR of GOD 


IN THE 5 


5 AY 8 of YOU T H. 
A SERMON Preach' data m Lefture. 


Ii chron. xxxiv. z. 1 the eighth year of his reign, while Je 


Was yet young, he began 40 ſeek after the Go D of David 
bis Father. 


Bit Timothy iii. 15. From à child thou haft known the holy ; 


Scriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation, 
tbrough faith — is in Chris — 


LOND o N: 


Printed and Sold by J. BETTENHAM in St. John's | 
Lane near Hicks's-Hall ; and J. RoBEeRTs in 
Warwick-Lane, M DCCXLI. 


[Price 4d. or 3s. per Dozen.] 


This and the four foregoing numbers may be had 
nr © at R. HzTT's Bookſeller in the rr. 5 


v. 


82 


ok „ 6 2 


„ 


„ 


1 


THE 


| Orcafional Pre acher 


Number V. 


* 


of Early Piety : Or the Fear of Gon 
in the Days of Youth. 


7 Kings XVIII. 12. laſt Clauſe, 


— 1 thy Servant fear the 
« LokD from my Youth. ” 


T HES E are the words of a very g 1 


man, in a very bad court, and in 


; very wicked times. He was Gover- 
nor of the houſhold to King Abab. His 
character was juſt the reverſe to that of the 
Prince he ſerved: For, whereas it is ſaid of 
Ahab, that he did more to provoke the 
Lord to anger, than all the Kings of Iſrael 
that were before him; it is recorded con- 
og Obadi ab, That he feared the Lord 

V. 18. And his fear was not oc- 
A only by the judgments of God then 


in the land, when a dreadful famine pre- 
vailed; but our text fays, © He feared the 
: Lord from his youth: It had been the ſet- 
tled, A. diſpoßition of his ſoul to have a 


A 2 reverence 


De... - 
. reverence for Gop, a 10 
ſtkutions, from his childhood. This certainly 


_ a Prophet as Elijab? The Prophet well 


his piety, and telling Ejah that he feared the 
fully attend to the hiſtory, we ſhall find a 
his early piety, and pleading it with the Pro- 
| Ahab the King of Iſrael was fon to Omri,Þ 
all the way of Feroboam, who ſet up an ido- 
latrous worſhip in oppoſition to the worſhip 
roboam, and did worſe than all that were 


ply with his rites and practices in the worſhip 


- which he appointed in Samaria. Abab was 


(4) 


for. his word and in- 


deſerved great commendation and regard. 

But here it may be aſked, How it came to 
paſs that Ohbadiah thus commendeth himſelf, 
fince he was ſpeaking to a Prophet, and ſo 


new his character; and, therefore, there 
ſeems to be no need of his thus proclaiming 


„ wad e a wu x . © - 


Lord from his youth. And yet, if we care- 


very great propriety in Obadzah's ſpeaking off 


phet in the manner he here doth. 
The ſum of the hiſtory is this. 


an idolatrous Prince ; that not only walked in 


8 _— ——_— — St. Mi. Ss qa az 


of Gop at Jeruſalem ; but he exceeded Je- 


* before him.” Ch. xvi. 2 5. He mate % 
rael to fin; i.e. He compelled them to com- 
hat he had ſet up, ſo that he forbad on the 
ſevereſt penalties any. other, worſhip, but that 
violent iti maintaining his father's edids ; 
mſbriivch that © Ahab the ſon of Omri did 
** evil in the fight of the Lord, above all 
bes mat were before him.“ [ber. 30. of the 
. ee chapter 


| would chuſe to be ſerved by them that are 


3 
chapter juſt quoted.] Therefore we. find in 
the prophecy of Micah *, that * the ſtatutes 
te of Omri, and all the works of the hquſe of 
e Ahab are put together.” Upon theſe ſtatutes, 
Tezebel the daughter of Ezhbaal, King of | 
the Zidhnians, whom Ahab martied, raiſed 
that dreadful perſecution, in which all the 
Prophets of. the Lord, that could be found in = 
the land, were murdered. ed 

In this time of perſecution, Obadiab, the 


| ſteward of the houſhold, took an hundred 


Prophets, and'hid them by fifty, and fifty, in 


a ſecure retired place, and ſecretly conveyed 


a maintenance to them at his own charge. 


He was doubtleſs highly difagreeable to Abab, 
in his religious character; Sur yet was lo 
I uſeful and faithful a ſervant, that the King 


repoſed a greater truſt in him, than in any 
other. Every man (however wicked himſelf). 


under a conſtant ſenſe of religion, and the 


fear of Gop. Ahab had fo great a confi- 
I dence in his ſteward, (though a man by 


I refuſed to comply. with his worſhip, 4 


one who maintained the feat of 'Fehovgh, 


as to ſend him by himſelf to ſearch over 


part of the king om, for r proviſions and fo- 
rage, while the King i in 8 own perſon paſſed 
through the other parts of his kin dom, thus 
diwidin ' the land between himſelf and O5. 
diab. The famine had laſted for above thres 


Es 4 W Micah vi. 16. | 
| years. 


treſs Gop determined to draw the eyes and 
hearts of his people from their idolatries; 


anſwer to the prayers of Elijab; and by 
and interceſſions of the prieſts of Baal. 
Prophet, fell on his face, paying the greateſt 
reſpect to Elijab. The Prophet hereupon, 
not taking to himſelf the title which Obadiah 
had given him, [i. e. My Lord] transfers it 


© Behold Eiziab is 


which was likely to expoſe him to the wrath 


Thus Obadiab firſt declares”, the dange 
| 2 4 -- 'S * , $397 "C407 2&1 68 
Elijah was in, if he did actually come wi 
the reach and power of Abab; who Was fo 


by the oath &ba6 required of every kingdom 


(6) 


years. St. James ſays, © that it rained not 


“on the earth by the ſpace of three years 
« and fix months *.” In this time of dif. 


by removing the preſent dreadful calamity in 
expoſing to. publick contempt, the worſhip 


Elijah therefore goes to meet Obadiab, in the 
way that he took : Who, upon ſeeing the 


to the King, and ſays, Go tell thy Lord, 
| here.” This, Obadiah 
thought a mark of ſome great diſpleaſure of 
God, to employ him on ſuch an errand, 


of Abab, at a time when Ahab's heart was 
be ants Efpah it (he art eiclent mis: 
ner. For he had ſent every where, not only 
throughout his own dominions, but into all 
the neighbouring nations and kingdoms to 
ad him out, that he might be put to death. 

r that 

y 1 9 


9 J om ea _ eat A owe tus. >. emaw ant ee 


— 


intent on his deſtruction, that he was ture, 


MSN 


Jam. v. 17. 


and 


(7.1 
and nation where he ſent to ſeek him *, that 
no interceſſion would be able to fave him. 
And, on the other hand, ſhould the Spirit of 
the LoRD convey Elijab away, and hide him, 
and take care of him in a miraculous man- 
ner, as before; then the wrath of Ahab 
would fall entirely on himſelf, [ Obadiab] 
and he ſhould be ſlain, for ſuch a correſpon- 
dence with Elijab, as being ſuppoſed to be 
able to diſcover him whenever he pleaſed. 


| In this dreadful dilemma, that either the 


Prophet, or himſelf, muſt fall a ſacrifice to 
the wrath of Ahab ; whoſe rage was now 


brought upon him through the prevalence 
of the famine ; he pleads to be excuſed the 
making any diſcovery to the King, aſſuring 
the Prophet of his never having any thing to 
do with the principles and practices of Abab. 
Upon which account he could not tell how 
to give up a Prophet of the Lord, and to 
deliver him to perſecuting fury ; who had 
before run ſo great a hazard, as to preſerve 
the lives of an hundred - rophets, when Je- 
zebel determined the dayine of them all 

i. e. Where he could in reaſon imagine, that Ekjah lay 
hid. He might ſend to the King of Moab, who was tribu- 


27 to Abab; and to Feho/baphat, Who was related to Abab, 
and to whom the King of Edem was tributary ; he might 
alſo ſend to the Kings of Arabia, and of the Hittites, Not that 


Ahab could impoſe an oath in any of theſe kingdoms, but 


for his ſatisfaction, they might anſwer his deſire of ſwearing to 
his me/tmgers, that they did not know any thing of Ejab. 
dee Paas Annot, © Rat 


throughout 


doubly excited by the miſeries which were . 


— (8) 
throughout the land. And if he ſhould not 
deliver Elijah into the hands of Ahab, upon 
a wa) where he then was, Abab would 
certainly ſlay the man that held ſuch a crimi- 
nal correſpondence with one, whom the King's 


| Proclamation had declared to be his enemy. 


In, this diſtreſs Obadiab pleads as in the 


words of our text; © I thy ſervant fear the 
Lord from my youth.” 2, D. Do not 
make me act as if I was fallen into Ababs 


fin, to have it ſaid at laſt 1 have given thee 
into his hand ! And do not give me up as a 


Hacrifice to Abab's fury, who have all along 


kep t clear of his idolatry, 

22 ſo approved of his making this de- 
Fer for humſelf, that he . the Lok o 
from his ychth, as to encourage him, on Ah 
very account, .to overcome and caſt aw 


other fear: And ives Obadiab his * 


oath that he would ſhew himſelf to Abab 
that day; and would do it in ſuch a manner, 


as ſhould ſubdue the rage of Ahab, inſtead 


of either of them falling a acrifice to it. This, 
no doubt, was intimated to Qhadiah, fo a: 


to remove all his fear of Ahab upon an in- 


terview betwixt him and Elijah. Hereupon 


© Oßadiab went to meet Ahab, and told him; 
e and Abab went to meet Ei yah.” Thus 


the fear of Gon, where it is true and: laſting, 
will finally overcome the fear of man. 
Bop himfalf will n for ſuch as 1 him 
in 
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in: times of danger, and will ma gnify that 
Name. which they have reverenced ſought 


to honour, 


I ſhall therefore take occaſion, from this 


place of Scripture, | 
I. To recommend the fear of God to 
ſuch as are in the Days of their Youth, _ 
II. Shew what inſtances and proofs of the 


fear of the Lord we are taught by the ex- 


ample of Obadiab. His religious fear was 


not only early, but continued; and chat in 


% 


oppoſition to the greateſt temptations. | 
This will lead us, 1 
III. To conſider the 2 and Rewards 
which are appointed to ſuch as early and r 
fear God. 


I. This text ſhould recommend the "LA Y 


of Go to ſach as are in the Days of their 


Youth, © I, thy ſervant, fear the Lord from 


cc 


my youth. x 


We live in an age full of 8 of 
the great corruption and licentiouſneſs of the 
generality of young perſons, both in principle 


and practice. And we ſee, very often, the 
ſad effects of evil examples, in drawing off 
many from the fear of Gop, and from a care 


of religion; notwithſtanding their being born, 


and brought up, in ſome very pious and or- 
derly 


(10) 
derly families. To recommend any thing 
under the notion of | fear, is made the jeſt 
and contempt of the gay and enterprizing ; 
who ſeem to place their greateſt glory, in a 
kind of fearleſs, and adventurous behawour. 
With them, to talk of fearing Go, is thought 
worſe than any other fear ; having, in their 
thoughts, a great tendency to caſt a gloom over 
the mind, and to ſpoil the liberties and plea- 
ſures to which young people give up themſelves. 
It is therefore requiſite, that ſuch ſhould 
be directed into a way of thinking that is 
proper to take off theſe miſtakes, and to re- 
move the prejudices which are commonly 
ſpread againſt the fear of Gop; or elſe it wil 
be in vain to recommend it, by the aſſurance 
of any other kind of advantages that may be 
obtained by it. Let me then engage your 
thoughts a while, to hat fear of Gop which 
the Scripture recommends, by aſſuring you, 
that it is not a mean {laviſh thing; it is 
not a gloomy uncomfortable thing; it is not 
a cowardly thing; and it is not, on aoy” ac- 
count, a matter of ſhame. 


he fear of 0 OD is not a nean and 
* /o thing. 
Ihey thc repreſent it ſo to you, " not 
underſtand it; and they that ſhew themſelves 
enſlaved by it, do not rightly practiſe it. 
They that you ſee act in religion with an un- 
willing mind, and as if it was an unpleaſing 
ſervice, 


. 
) 


0445 


ſervice, give you no notion of fear but that 
of a ſlave, who is under the power of force: 
Whereas you ought to look to thoſe, who 


will convey ſuch a notion of fear, as that of 


a child, who truly loves a parent; and would 


not, therefore, live under his diſpleaſure, or - 


forfeit his eſteem and affection, by any un- 
grateful or undutiful behaviour. The good- 
neſs of Gop is ſo great, and his love to you 
ſo powerful, and tender in all its motions, 
that you cannot ſit down and think of all his 


care over you, and benefits conferred upon 


you, but you muſt own he is worthy of your 


higheſt eſteem and regards. You cannot 
thank on his wiſe and frequent warnings of 
the. dangers you are expoſed to, and of his 


earneſt ſolicitations to give him your hearts 
and your affections, but you muſt feel the 


natural workings of a generous fear, leſt ſuch 


goodneſs ſhould not have the effect it deſerves, 
or ſhould not produce that happineſs for you 
which 1 is evidently deſigned by it. 

This will put you upon calling in your 
looſe and ſcattered thoughts, and will make 


you exert your reaſoning powers with atten- 


tion and pleaſure. Thus being freed from le- 


vity, and a trifling temper, you will learn to. 
think with eaſe and connexion : And, in ſo 
doing, you will ſoon look upon religion in 


its moſt free and pleaſing aſpect, being every 


way contrived for your ſafety and felicity, 


nt in this and a future world. To ſpeak in 


b 2 Scripture 
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| Scripture language, — © Your hearts being 


« united to fear the name of Gop *,“ ſuch a 
unitedneſs of your thoughts will ſoon con- 
vince you of this truth, that the fear of 
* the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom.” 
This will reſcue you from many follies, both 


in converſation, and action: And it ll ren- 


der thoſe things moſt agreeable to you, which 
you can always look back upon, in your 
moſt thoughtful and wiſeſt hours, with com- 
fort and a religious approbation. 
Your fear will be only the maintaining of 


theſe two neceſſary principles, in a ſtrict con- 
nexion, vig. a conſtant reverence for Gop, 
and for the remonſtrances of your Own con- 
| ferences. Theſe will keep you watchful that 


you do not make work for after uneaſineſs, 


- by any preſent ill behaviour of yourſelves ; 


and that you do not loſe the favour of that 
Being, who is the author both of life and of 
all its bleſſings. Conſidering your dependent 
ſtate, and the many dangers to which you 
are expoſed, a fear of caution will appear the 
moſt reaſonable neceſſary diſpoſition in the 
world. And if your fear be ſuitable to the 
condition you are in, it will preſerve you 


from every thing mean and flaviſh, inltead of 


bringing you into ſuch a temper, and an abject 
frame of mind. But to take off ame fur- 
ther prejudices, conſider, 


9 Pial. bahn. 1 te or 
| 2: That 


At 


> 
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2, That the fear of Gop is not a gloomy 
uncomfortable thing, I 


on a wiſe and good Gop, which a religious 


| fear keeps up in your minds, and by the pru- 
dent caution it inſpires not to act ungratefully 
and diſobediently towards him, you will be 


kept from many fad and penſive thoughts and 


cares about this world, and from many ways 
of conduct that are followed with very uneaſy 
Z reflections. Sometimes, indeed, religion pro- 
duceth a fear that hath great forment in it: 

And it is fit, it ſhould prevail fo far, as that 
the heart may be effectually broken off from 
ſin; that the mercy of Gop in Chriſt Jeſus 
may be more highly prized, and earneſtly 
ſought; and that the life of a penitent may 
be rendered more eminently uſeful and com- 
fortable afterwards. But I have ſeen unſpeak- 
ably greater miſery in a ſcene of worldly ſor- 


row, than ever I have known on account of 


religion. There are greater damps after a fit of 
intemperance, and luxury in eating and drin- 
ing; greater ſtings after a courſe of lewdneſs, 


when a dart hath ſtruck through the liver; and 


greater deſolateneſs of temper upon a ſudden 
unexpected diſappointment, or becoming bank- 

rupts by a courſe of injuſtice and vanity ; than 
the exerciſes of a religious repentance do ever 
occaſion, when thereby the mind is fully ſet 


againſt thoſe things, which have rendered it a 
torment to itſelf, Whatever 


By: the humble ſenſe of your dependance 


( 14) 
Whatever glooms overſet the ſpirits of 


men, they are owing to a want of the true 


fear of Gop, not to the regular exerciſes of it. 
Where this is fixed early, ſo as to keep men 
from the way of ſinners and the counſel of 
the ungodly, we. generally ſee that the way 
of Gop's commandments affords a continual 
ſatisfaction to the mind, Therefore the Scrip- 
ture puts fear and deſight together, when it 
pronounceth a perſon blzfſed, or truly happy. 
«© Bleſſed is the man that feareth the Lord, 
that delighteth greatly in his command- WW 
ments *. There is no true happineſs un- 
leſs the temper be poiſed and balanced by fear 
and caution, as well as exalted and dilated by 
Joy and delight. . 
The way of tranſgreſſors is hard, and full 
of entanglements and trouble ; ſo that the 
ways of wiſdom, compared therewith, arc 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are 
eace. There may be hours of deſertion and 
diſtreſs, ſometimes in ways of religion; but 
ſuch troubles, producing the peaceable fruits of 
righteouſneſs, do greatly add to the pleaſure 
and uſefulneſs of life afterward. Whereas the 
ſorrows of the wicked do encompaſs them 
about more and more, till they fink them 
into the loweſt . hell. Now, if by the fear a 
of the Lon p men depart from evil, and ty 
from temptations, and from the wrath to come, ¶ ti 
there can be no ſuch gloom and melancholy g 


* Pfal. exii. 1. 
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6 15 ) 
in ſuch fear, as there muſt be to thoſe who 
live without it in the world. The young man 
will dearly pay for his unlicenſed pleaſures, 
when thoſe days ſhall come, in which he ſhall 
ſay he hath no pleaſure; or when ſome judg- 
ments from Gop ſhall unexpectedly overtake 
him, and throw him into that pit out of 
which there is no redemption. | D 
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nion of religion, by obſerving the ſhy and 
timorous ſpirit which ſome are of, that have 
made great pretenſions to it. But, in truth, 


where it is oppoſed to a /ound mind. The 
Q greateſt cowardice is generally among thoſe 


e who run into a contempt of Gop and reli- 


gion. Some have not courage to bear up 
@ againſt a little reproach, or againſt the profane 


Jof a great man, or the loſs of ſome place or 
ſecular advantage for the ſake of religion, and 
to follow the dictates of their own hearts 
and conſciences. Whereas the fear of Gop 
greatens the mind aboye ſuch little cowardly 


will, againſt the word and laws of Gop; and 
boaſt of their numbers and of their ſtrength, 


1 to 


3. The fear of Gop is not a ccuardy 


= The young generally affect boldneſs and 
courage; and many have taken up an ill opi- 


the ſpirit of fear and cowardice prevails moſt, 


%s of their companions. And others have 
not courage enough to venture the diſpleaſure 


turns of temper. Let men confederate as they 


Gas) 
to bear down thoſe whom they cannot bring 
into their corrupt. meaſures ; yet, he that is 

governed by a truly religious fear, will not 
lay 4 confederacy, nor mind it as they do. 
« Neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid; 
fſanctify the Lord of hoſts himſelf, and 
< let him be your fear, and let him be your 
* dread *. Chriſtianity inſpires ſuch a cou- 
rage into the heart, by teaching the true fear 
of Gop, as can outbrave death itſelf, ** Fear 
* not them which kill the body, and aftet 
* that have no more that they can do ; they 
are not able to kill the foul ; but rather 
fear him who is able to deſtroy both ſoul 
and body in hell +,” That fear of Gov 
therefore, which is taught by the Goſpel, hath 
nothing cowardly in it; however, cowards may i 
ſometimes diſgrace it by their carriage and 
behaviour, when others are confedernnd to 
oppoſe and deſpiſc them. 


4. The fear of the Land i is 720 matter of 
- on any account, 

Many young people have taken a difzuſt 
againſt the reſtraints of a religious fear, be- 
cauſe others have made a jeſt of it. 'Theſ 
bluſh, which ſhould be raiſed, by a conſciouſ- 
neſs of aCting contrary to the rules of decency 
and religion, is too often thrown over the 
- countenance by ſome rude attack upon reli 
gion itſelf, The /hame that ſhould be excited 


„ Iſaiah viii, 12, 13. + Matt. x. 28. with Luke xii, 12 
| . 1 5 
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| by a finful neglect of things that ought to be 


done, or by a wilful ignorance of things that 


ought to be Anon, is now frequently caſt | 


back upon thoſe, who pretend to be better 
and wiſer in matters of religion than their 
neighbours are. Hence it is, that inſtead of 
youth's being aſhamed of folly and vice, many 


have betrayed themſelves, and the beſt princi- 


ples, by looks or words that have declared an 
inward ſhame of religion; and by yielding to 


| the abuſe of it, rather than ſtanding up for 


the honour and importance of the divine 


commands. 3 Ge dk 
S But ſurely, there is no juſt occaſion for 
S ſhame, in acknowledging before any company 


in the world, and, it it were poſſible, before 


all the world, as Fo/eph did in the court of 


Egypt, © I FEAR Gop.” There is no ſcandal 


in this, no puniſhment for it; and, therefore, 


where there is neither fin nor ſuffering, there 
ſhould be no ſhame. On the other hand, 


there is great ſcandal in caſting off the fear of 


Gov, and great diſappointment and puniſh- 
ment that ſuch are expoſed to. They who 


are not aſhamed of the f7z, will yet be aſhamed 
of the /af2rings, that their not having the 


fear of God before their eyes ſooner or later 
will bring upon them. If the fear of Gob be 
ſuch as to make the Heart ſound or entire; and 
thoroughly engaged in the ways of religion, 
all ſhame- will be effectually prevented or re- 
moved. * Let my heart, fays the Pſalmiſt, 
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© be ſound in thy ſtatutes, that I be not 
« aſhamed *”, And again, © Then ſhall ! 
not be aſhamed when I have reſpect unto 
all thy commandments,” This is being 
found in religion, to have reſpect, not only to 
a part, but to the whole of what Gop re- 
quires of us. A man that acts thus con- 
| ſifently in his reſpect to the commandments 
of GoD, hath nothing to be aſhamed of ; 


but a great deal to give boldneſs and firm- 
he of mind. 


Theſe things oF removed, which too of- 

ten prejudice young perſons againſt the fear 

of the Lord, I ſhall now proceed to recom- 
mend it to you. 

The ſummary deſcription of what I would 
recommend, is this, namely, that fear of 
the LoRD which denoteth the higheſt reſpect 
and reverence for him ; with a ſenſe of our 
dependance upon him for life and breath, and 
all things; ſhewing a dutiful and entire ſub- 
jection to his will. This fear will keep up 
ſuch conſtant apprehenſions of God's pre- 
ſence with us, and notice of us, ' conſidering 
that he beholds us both as a puniſher and re- 
warder, that we ſhall not allow ourſelves to 


| e raue exix. 30 TH 5 
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he requires, leſt thereby we ſhould expoſe 
ourſelves to his diſpleaſure, = 


hs few of the Lord Ws explained in- 


| cludes the whole of religion. Therefore he 


who ſays in our text, that he feared the Lord 
from his youth, in other words was one who 
had a thorough concern for the honour and 
obſervance of the precepts of revealed reli- 
gion, and for the true worſhip of Gop, from 


his firſt appearing to act in the affairs of life. 
That this may be the happy caſe of the young 
| perſons who hear or read this diſcourſe, con- 

ſider, 


I. The right that Gop NY to the fear 


and obedience of every one, from his youth. 
2. The ſinfulneſs of not acknowledging this 
night, but making youth an excuſe for ne- 
glecting the fear of Gop, and putting off the 
care about religion. 


3. The examples of thoſe who have feared 


Cop betimes. 

= 4. The advantage which there is for relij- 
ion in the days of yourh, beyond any of the 
fler Pre of life, 


\ 


1. Conſider the e that Gop hath to the 
fear and obedience of every one from his 
youth. 

Go is your maker; he ned your bo- 
dies, and breathed into them living and reaſon- 
able E And therefore as ſoon as ever you 

C 2 are 
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are capable of knowing this, and can think 
ſeriouſly of it, you are required to * Remem- 
(er your Creator *. The youngeſt are as 
much obliged to fear and ſerve GO p, upon 
this conſideration, as the oldeſt are. And it 
3s a reproach to the young, as well as to thoſe 
who have had a longer ſtanding 1 in the world, 
when none ſayeth, Where is GoD my maker +: 
Conſider, that in owning and reverencing 
your heavenly Father, you are called to pay 
your acknowledgments to him who hath done 
that for you, which your earthly parents could 
not do! They could not give you a perfect 
body, with limbs and ſenſes complete, if the 
Author of nature had not curiouſly wrought 
and formed every part: They could not infuſe 
life, or reaſon, or the powers of thought ; 
Theſe are wholly and entirely. from G op. 
And do you not then ſee, that he hath a right 
to your reverence and dutiful regard, on ac- 
count of your being his creatures, and alſo 
advanced to the rank of reaſonable creatures ? 
Conſider further, his providence guarded your 
helpleſs and infant years; made you grow in 
ſtrength and ſtature, after ſuch a manner that 
you cannot account for. He fed you, and 
clothed you, by his care and bounty; ſo that 
he hath a right to your reſpect and obedience 
on account of your education and maintenance. 
And there are ſo many years of care over you, 
before you are capable of making any returns 
*Eccleſ, xii. 1. 1 Job xu. 10. 1 
| ta 
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(21) 
to it, that ſurely you ſhould be glad to make 


the beſt returns you are able, as ſoon as you can. 
Many of you, when you compare your 


ſation and condition in life to that of other 


young perſons, may ſee ſpecial reaſon to own 
that Gop has been a great benefaftor to you. 


He has not only made and maintained you, 


but he hath beſtowed many diſtinguiſhing 
bleſſings upon you, both for this world an 
a better. He hath put you in the way of 


good inſtructions, from parents, maſters, and 
miniſters, which others have wanted; and hath 


crowned your tender years with many a rich 


Lit, that might have been with-held from you. 
He hath truſted you with more liberty than 
many others, and more probably than you 
have been careful to uſe well; and have you 


not ingenuity enough to blame yourſelves for 
the abuſe, or the ungrateful neglect of ſo 
much bounty and indulgence? Does not ſuch 
a benefactor rightfully claim your reſpect, and 
dutiful obſervance ? _ 33 
Conſider again, Gop hath ſuch an abſolute 
dominion and power over you, that he can 


take away your bleſſings ; yea, he can take 


that fe he hath given you, if you forget him, 
and refuſe to make your grateful acknowledg- 
ments/to him. The days of youth are often 


| ſzortned by looſe courſes, and by rejecting 
good counſel to promote their fear of Go D. 


Young perſons are as ſubje& to diſtempers as 
others; and ſome you fee by caſualties, 5 
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well as violent fevers, and unexpected difaf- 
ters, very ſuddenly called out of this world. 
Such inſtances of your times being in Go p's 


bands, ſhould engage you to fear him from 
your youth ; for when you die, he will call 


Ju to judgment 9. 


Who can think of theſe things, and not 
own the right that God hath to the fear and 


obedience of every one, even from their child. 


hood ? That is, as ſoon as they are capable of 


underſtanding who is their maker, their pre- 


ſerver, and benefactor ; - who 1s allo ſovereign 
of life and death, and the judge everlaſting. 
But there is one thing yet behind, which! 
miſt not omit to mention, becauſe it gives 
the great GoD a further right to your fear 
and obedience ; and that is your bap77/m. You 


are actually devoted to Gop, and by the bap- 
tiſmal covenant are engaged to fear and ſerve W 
bim. © Your parents act in this matter is a 
great advantage to you; and if you avouch 


the Gop of your fathers to be your Gop, all 
the promiſed bleſſings of the Chriſtian cove- 


| nant come to you as an inheritance. You 


cannot give up this right, but you injure Gop 
in his right to you; that is, of having you to 


fear and ſerve him as one born in his family, 


and by a ſolemn covenant engaged to be his.— 
On all theſe accounts Gop hath a right to the 


fear and obedience of your earlieſt _ 


1 See ecleſ. xi. 9. 
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2. Conſider the finfulneſs of not acknow- 


ledging this right, but pleading youth as an 
excuſe for neglecting the fear of GOD and 
% r 

Not only young perſons themſelves, but 
ſome others for them, are apt to excuſe their 
neglect of religion, purely on account of their 
years. It is time enough, ſay they, to think 
of grave and ſerious ſubjects, when we come 
to a graver age. And their advocates, plead 
for them, that there muſt be allowances for 
the ſallies of youth, provided they be not ſuch 


; ſallies as to deſtroy health, and ſubſtance, and 
1 {reputation ; or ſuch as injure ſociety, and ex- 
: Wa poſe to penal laws; and they are rather to 
r be indulged, than to be made penſive and 
a thoughtful by ſtrong and deep impreſſions of 
_ eeligion. They will: grow wiſer, (ſay ſome 
e {who take the part of very corrupt young 
people) as they grow older; and then they 
h {vill have more inclination. to religion, and fo 


vill better underſtand and practiſe it. 
Iheſe pleas have the air of reaſon, and 
ſeem to conſult, the credit of religion, that it 


Wo! youth: And ſome older perſons think it a 
mighty kindneſs to young people, to excuſe 
even profaneneſs, and immoralities themſelves 
in this manner. But they are really the moſt 
unreaſonahle unkind apologies that can be, 
when they are urged in favour of a conduct, 
that makes light of the fear of Go p, or of 


any 


may not be thought an enemy to the pleaſures 


(24) 
any expreſs commandment in his wotd. Hath 
Gop a right to the reſpect and obedience of 
your youth, and can any thing excuſe your 
with-holding from him what 1s really his 
right and due? He hath as much a right 
to your fear and ſervice in the t part of 
your life, as in any other; and therefore to pro- 
poſe that he ſhall have your regards in another 
part of hfe, but not ſo much in the days of 
your youth, is to make this unreaſonable de- 
mand on your maker, that he ſhall accept of 
what you are willing to give, not of what J 
027 undoubted right requires. 
But beſides this, is it not a grievous iniquity 
to turn away from the voice of your maker, 
and from his laws, and to venture into com- 
pany and into ways of life, which his word 
earneſtly warns you againſt, and pretend that 
all this is excuſable, becauſe of the freng/hf 
of appetite and paſſion in the vigour of 
youth; when the very end and deſign of re- 
ligion, and the fear of Gop, is to moderate 
and govern appetite and paſſion, and to pre- 
vent the vigour of nature being pale ori; 
perverted by finful courſes? Is it not vilely 
ungrateful to the author of all your natural 
as well as rational and ſpiritual endowments, I 
to tell' him, that when the prime of your 
days, and the flower of yayr age and ſtrength 
have been given up to vanity and ſinful courſes, 
| then if he pleaſe to accept you, it is your 
deſire and hope that you ſhall ſerve him as 
2 


your 


e 
[11481 


(25) 
your Gop in your latter days? Doth your 
baptiſm oblige you from your very infancy to 
renounce vain pomps, and youthful luſts, and 
all finful pleaſures of the fleſh ; and is it not 
falſe and directly contrary to this vow, to 


pretend that you will firſt indulge to theſe 


things, and then after you have done ſo, that 
you will condemn and forfake them? Will 
you contra& evil habits, and ſtrengthen the 
power of fin by repeated acts, and make ſuch 


Y unreaſonable work for yourſelves to undo what 


you have done, that is, for a bitter repentance ? 
And are they your friends, and kind to you, 


that plead you may be allowed to act at this 
rate becauſe you are young? What! be- 


cauſe you have many years to multiply your 
ſins, and you can commit them with the 
greateſt vigour and with the ſtrongeſt affec- 


tions, will you therefore take this way to 


give them the deeper rooting in your hearts, 
and to render your account more frightful? 
And do you then think to make up matters by 
a ſincere repentance? Alas! you will have no 
power or inclination to repent. And you 
will have no hope of heh from the grace and 


ſpirit of Gop, when you think of the flights 


caſt upon both, by a courſe of fin and folly. 
There is ſuch great finfulneſs and contempt 
of Gop, in your acting contrary to bis 
will and warnings now, that this will diſ- 
courage your expectations of help from him 
when you come deeply to confider Now il 
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you have carried it towards him, and how 


light you have made of all thoſe things that 
thould have taught you hs fear. 


The ſin of caſting off the fear of Gop 
will be greatly heightened and aggravated, by 


your continuing in it, notwithſtanding public 


and private inftructions; by your contempt 
of patience and forbearance on one hand, and 
of thoſe judgments by which ſome are taken 


away in the midſt of their days, and their 


follies, on the other hand: By your deſpiſing 


all the counſels and regular examples of the 


wiſe and religious, and by the deſperate wick- 


edneſs to which you ſee a hardneſs of heart 


betrays multitudes about you : By your ſtifling 
many convictions and kindly motions of the 
ſpirit of grace and truth: By your finning 
againſt the vows and promiſes of a ſick bed, 
and againſt the encouragements of ſignal de- 


liverances and mercies : By. ſuch things as 


theſe, you will learn the exceeding ſinfulneſs, 


af them that would not acknowledge the right 


Gop hath to the fear and obedience of their 
earlieſt days. And' theſe things will make late 


repentance extremely difficult, if it be effected 


at all, becauſe they drive almoſt to a deſpair 


of help from the grace and ſpirit of Gov. 


3. Conſider further the examples of thoſe 
— have feared Gop betimes, 
You read of children crying in the temple, 
dt = Holanogh to the ſon of David *. And 
* Mat. © 7 a 
many 


(27) 
many accounts we have of children in our 
own nation, very early praying to Gop in ſe- 
cret, as well as delighting in public worſhip, 
and in the obſervation of the Lord's day ; and 
alſo of reproving their companions for ill 
words and ill actions. You'read of the child 
Samuel growing 1n favour both with the Lord 
and with men *. Timothy from a child was. 
acquainted with the Scriptures + : And the un- 


feigned faith which dwelt in his grandmother 
Lois, and his mother Eunice, dwelt alſo in 
him +, You have read of Jeſeph's early fear 
of Gop, who was ſold into Egypt at the age 
of ſeventeen, and repelled one of the ſtrong- 
| eſt temptations which 


youth could be accoſted 
with, at the age of twenty one, by ſaying, 
* —How can I do this great wickedneſs and 


< fin againſt Gop ||?” You read of Joſiab 


ſetting about the reformation of a kingdom, 


when he was ſixteen years old. For he 


began his reign at eight years old; and it 


is expreſsly recorded, that in the eighth year 
[of his reign, while he was yet young, he 
began to ſeek after the Go p of his fa- 


* thers F” And this puts me in mind of 


a Prince of our own, who was juſtly tiled - 


a ſecond Foſiab, and who died with a Lord 


receive my ſpirit | in the 16th year of his 


age. You are doubtleſs before hand with me 
in ſaying, that this was king EDwWARD VI. 
n ii. 26... + Tim. iii 15. + Ch. i. 3. 
I Gen. xxxix. 9. $ 2 Chron, xxxiv. 3. 
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( 28 ) 


Who had above. all things a great regard to 


religion; and ſhewed the higheſt eſteem for 
the word of Gop. He would often ſet 


down things that he heard in ſermons *, 


_ which he thought particularly concerned him- 


ſelf. Uſer at ten years old was 3 
affected by a ſermon preached on Rom. xil. I. 


WY be. you by the mercies of Gop that 


cc 


e preſent your bodies a living facrifice, 


c. Mr. Caleb Vernon began a religious 


e by letters at ten years old 4. 
Both 


* Burnet's Hiſt. Reform. Vol. 1 E Þ. 226. 
+ It may add further weight and force to theſe things, to in- 
ſert here ſome extras from a letter written by a miniſter, con- 


e raing my printing this Sermon.—** Being, (as he ſaith of himſelf) 
"C 2 the grace of Gon ſuch zn exampie of fearing him betimes, 
0 


r Well remember, as long as I can remember any thing, 


even from my earlieſt childhood, that the fear of Gop reigned 


* as a governiug principle in me, and was the ſource of my 


«+ greateſt pleaſures, I never thought myſelf ſo happy i in 
„ childiſh ſports and amuſements, as when upon my knees, 


« and in my ſecret retirements. I reliſh'd nothing ſo much 


« as the word of Gop, and the lives of eminent miniſters, 


* and the worſhip of Gop and, publick inſtructions. And 1 
* thank Gop the ſame taſte remain'd in me as I advanced in 


years. This made me, notwithſtanding great difficulties 
« and much oppoſition, yet ſteadily E 1-4 ag in, a reſolution 


* to devote myſelf to the miniſtry ; h I never repented 
« of for one moment, to this day. But why do 1 talk of 
I verily believe that the number, of thoſe born 
« and educated in Chriſtian countries, who are reformed i in the 
* meridian of their days, or in advanced years, is very ſmall 
in compariſon of thoſe who have feared G op from their 
childhood and youth.. And as examples of early piety are 
very affecting, 'eſpecially to young and tender minds not 
** tainted with vicious impreſſions from others, I could wiſh 


— 


, your third particular concerning uch examples was a little 


„more enlarged. Might not ſome of the moſt ſtriking in- 
£5 ſtapces of piety in thoſe excellent I you menti , be 
< at leaſt inferted in the — ? ow- 


a ov J2£AA 0S tt @o ai E - 
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Both in particular lives that are publiſhed, 

and alſo in collections of lives, we have many 

accounts of this kind. But the time wo 
f 


However, the example of King Edward VI. is ſo very 


© amiable, and he is ſo uncommon an inſtance of eminent 
« piety, as well as of fine parts and great abilities, that ſome 
« particulars it were to be wiſh'd you would mention. Hows 
* ever, you will give me leave to tell you, what of him greatly 
« ſtruck me when 1 was a boy, (for I was always fond of hiſtory) 
« viz. That inſtance of his great veneration for the word of 
„God, which he diſcovered when a child, by refuſing with 
« ſome indignation to ſtand upon a large bible, which was 
brought him by one of his companions in play, that he 
„ might come at ſomething he wanted which was out of 


E © his reach. There may be ſomething of ſuperſtition in this, 


according to the judgment of what is counted frong reaſon ; 
„ but I confeſs it appears to me in another light. Your tak- 
„ ing notice of the regard he ſhew'd to /ermons, in thoſe 
e things that he thought ſpecially concerned himſelf, put me 
in mind of one very remarkable proof of this upon his 
hearing biſhop Ridley. The biſhop took occafian to inſiſt 
much on works of charity, with which the King being 
much affected, ſent for the biſhop, and reſumed moſt of 
« the heads of his ſermon, and then deſired him as he had 
given the exhortation in general, ſo to direct Him, how to do 
« his duty in that particular.” The biſhop deſired ſome time 
to think of it, and to conſult with the lord mayor and alder- 
men of London. | 

They, conſulting together, divided the poor into three ſorts z 
viz, Such as were ſo by natural infirmity, as impotent perſons 
or ideots ; ſuch as were ſo by accident, or ſick and maimed 
perſans ; and ſuch as caſt themſelves into poverty by ialeneſi. 
This being communicated to the King, he ordered the Grey 
Friers Church near Newgate, with the revenues belonging to 
It, to be a houſe for poor children; St. Bartholomews near Smith- 
field ta be an hoſpital ; and he gave his own houſe of Bridewell 
to be a place of correction and work for ſuch as were wil-⸗ 
fully idle. He alſo confirmed and enlarged the grant for the 
hoſpital of St. Thomas in Southwark, which he had erected and 
endow'd : So that by his pious application of one ſermon, he 
was carried to many good works. He was the firſt founder 
* of thoſe houſes (as the hiſtorian obſerves) which, by many 
great additions ſince that time, have riſen to be among the 
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fail me to mention particular inſtances, of 
thoſe that during their being at ſchool, and 
others who in the times of their apprenticeſhip, 
have learned the fear of Gop, and have given 
up themſelves to him. Thanks be to-Gop 
that fome ſuch are nom amongſt us: And that 
alſo we have examples of ſome, who, as foon 
as they have come to act for themſelves in the 
world, and to enter into family-life, have en- 
gaged themſelves, by the moſt ſolemn tranſ- 
actions, to fear and ſerve the Lord, 
The example therefore of Obadiab in our 
text,] has been followed, and is ſupported by 1 
continued ſucceſſion of examples of the like 
nature. Theſe ſhould give his words the greater 
force and effect, when he ſays, © J, thy /er- 
© vant, fear the Lord from my youth” 


4§᷑. Confider the advantage which there 5 

for religion in the days of youth, beyond any 

of the after-parts of life. 

Ihe two great branches of religion or the 
fear of Gop, are #nowledge and practice. As 
to both theſe, the advantage lies greatly on the 
fide of youth. The apprehenſion is then 
quickeſt, and moſt eafily takes inſtruction ; 
the memory is free from things that encumber 
and diſtreſs it; the affections are moſt eafily 
engaged, and turned that way or this; and 
the underſtanding, though not fo ripe and 
ſtrong as it becomes afterwards, yet hath this 
great advantage, that it is nat fo often — 
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by bodily diſorders in younger years; nor is 


it ſuſpended and thrown into continual doubts 
by various opinions, or prejudiced by party- 
conteſts and worldly intereſts, as it is in the 
after - parts of life through an acquaintance 
with the world. Therefore the knowledge 
of Gop, and the great things of religion, is 
attained with great eaſe, and fixed beſt upon 
the memory and the heart, in the days of 
youth. The affections are ſooneſt drawn to 
wiſdom and goodneſs, and moſt effectually 


WH corrupted by other things. The underſtand- 
, | 


| delighted with every improvement. And it 


Youth, therefore, has great advantage for the 
attainment of knowledge. 2 
And then alſo as to practice, youth has ſtill 


can turn to any religious work and ſervice 
n more readily, provided they are inſtructed in 
it. And having great ſpirit and vigour, they 
can perform it more diſpatchfully; and ſo go 
and from one good work to another, in a more ex- 
and tenſive diſcharge of every duty. Whereas, after 


105 PE Os deeply engaged | in the affairs of che 
by 1 Prov. viii. 17. 73, | 7 


world, 


engaged to. cleave to them, before they. are 
ing among young people is moſt free, and 


is the promiſe of heavenly wiſdom, © Thole . 
| © who ſeek me early, ſhall find me“. The 
love of GoD is manifeſt to the early ſeekers 
of wiſdom, by his communicating it to them. 


the advantage of riper years. Not being 
he hampered with ill habits and cuſtoms, they 


5 
2 


world, and meet with great oppoſitions to re: 
ligion ; or when they come to have their ſpi- 


ſinful enſnaring way of life; their inclination. 


almoſt quite broken ; and the practice of re- 
to which they have not been uſed, ſo much 
as to ſet about them. Yea, in things they 


have been uſed to, yet they perform them 
with little life and affection ; and the motions 


their greateſt pleaſure, and which ſtill keep 


ing the things they have learned and known, 
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rits loaded with vexations, or to fall into any 


to religious duties is very much weakned, and 
their reſolution fails. And eſpecially if, with 
other troubles, they labour under frequent 

ins and diſeaſes, then the active powers are 


ligion appears too difficult, eſpecially in thing 


being more ſow, they are able to undertake 
and effect the 1% for Gop and the good of 
others: Theſe things call for compaſſion to 
them, who fall under diſability to effect tho 
things in a way of religion, which once were 


poſſeſfion of their hearts. But they neverthelels 

ew the advantage of youth, for practiſing 
What is good and uſeful, if they have a heatt 
1 üam not here diſparaging elder Chriſtians 
to ſet off the advantages of youth. No; ſuch 
as have feared the Lord from their youth 
have had all the advantages I am ſpeaking of 
in their day and time; and they may now 
have great comfort and pleaſure, in recollect- 


and 


will find both know! 


(33) 
and in feeing the good effect of many things 
they have done. I muſt further. add, that 
their greater experience in points of practice, 
and fuller afſurance of the truth in points of 
knowledge, and their nearer views of heaven 
and perfection in both, call for the higheſt 
eſteem and reſpect from younger Chriſtians. 
Beſides, they that wait on the Lord, ſhall 
renew their ſtrength * ; they that are planted 
in his hoſe +, ** ſhall flouriſh and bring forth 
« fruit in old age. But thoſe that have ne- 
glected the _— of religion, and turned 
away from the fear of God in their youth, 
and practice more 
difficult in the after parts of life. And they 
will lament it if ever they become ſincerely 
penitent, that they did not ſooner apply their 
minds-to theſe things.. At beſt they are like 
to take up with leſs of both, than they might. 


have attained, had they feared Gon betimes. 


Here again, I beg I may not be miſunder- 
ſtood, ſo as that any ſhould think what is ſaid 
is a diſcouragement to men's applying their 
hearts to wiſdom and the fear of Gop at any 
age, or under any circumſtances of life. I 
know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the teachings of a divine ſpirit can carry a 
ſinoere convert through the greateſt difficulties z 
and can. give the truths of the goſpel ſuch a 
power and efficacy, as to correct and renew 

* Ifaiah xl. 31. 
15 the 


og t Pal. xcii. 13, 14 ys 
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( 34) 


the mind under many diſadvantages. - Never- 


theleſs the obſervation will be found true in 
general, that neither knowledge nor practice 
will be ſo ea, nor are likely to become ſo emi- 
nent and extenſive, in examples of late con- 
verſions, as in thoſe which promote early 
* N 1 


1 I ſhall therefore cloſe this diſcourſe with that 
remark of the wiſe man, Even a child is 
* known by his doings, whether his works 
be pure and whether it be right “.“ If the 
doings of a child diſcover impurity, falſhood, 


diſguiſe, and perverſeneſs, and it be ſuffered to 


go on in theſe, one may generally know what 
the after life will prove. But if the doings of 


a child be pure and honeſt, and like one who 


is obſervant of inſtruction, and that fhews a 
prevailing regard to what is right and good, 
religion then will the ſooner take place: And 
ſuch a one being * trained up [or catechiſed] 
<© inthe way he ſhould go, when he is old he 
will not depart from it .“ He will not 
eafily deſtroy the impreſſions of a good edu- 
cation: And if they are ſuppreſs d for a time, 


yet they may be revived again before life comes 


But young, and old, and all who are taught 
the true fear of Gop, ſhould aſcribe to him 
the glory. Amen. 4% Per 


® Prov, xx. i. 1 Prov, xxii. 6. 
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